Sunday, July 7, 2024

Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10

I do not at all understand the mystery of grace — only that it meets us where we
are but does not leave us where it found us. —Anne Lamott
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f you are familiar with art history, the Three Graces are well known to you. They were

favorite subjects prior to the Renaissance, during the Renaissance and up to the present day.
Artists such as Raphael, Rubens, Cranach, Varotari, Moser, Alma-Tadema, Picasso and others
worked with the Three Graces. But it was especially Sandro Botticelli who featured the Three
Graces in his La Primavera, an enormous work that hangs in the Uffizi Gallery in Florence,
Italy, who inspired scores of Renaissance painters and sculptors, ensuring that we’d be familiar
with the Three Graces today.

The symbolism of the Three Graces goes back to Greek and Roman mythology. The poet
Hesiod names them: Aglaia [AH-glay-ah] who represents radiance; Euphrosyne [you-FROZE-
eh-knee] represents joy; and Thalia [THAHL-yuh] represents flowering. Together, they
constitute an ideal of love, beauty and grace.

But there is another Grace unknown to Hesiod. Perhaps we can call it the First Grace. Gratia
Dei, or in English, Divine Grace, or God’s Grace, the Grace of God.

In today’s reading from 2 Corinthians, we learn more about Gratia Dei.

When the apostle Paul asked God to relieve him from a particular pain he was experiencing,
God responded with a strong “No.” Instead, God said to the ailing apostle, “My grace is
sufficient for you” (v. 9). God’s grace was enough; it was all the apostle needed. In fact, God’s
grace demonstrated God’s power in Paul’s weakness. Paul’s affliction was an opportunity to
show off the glory of God! “So I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the
power of Christ may dwell in me” (v. 9).

This is an amazing, counterintuitive notion of the First Grace, Gratia Dei. This grace points
to the glory of God and the power of Christ. The English word that is used most often to
describe the First Grace is amazing! Erstwhile slave-trader John Newton wrote his hymn
hundreds of years ago, but we still sing it today:

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found, Was blind, but now I see.
"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, And grace my fears relieved,
How precious did that grace appear The hour 1 first believed!

—Timothy Merrill
Prayer: Thank you, O God, for your amazing grace. It has both saved me and strengthened me.
May I continue in faith to draw upon its resources. In Jesus’ name. Amen. Heugpy H71h 0 N \.
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